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Mr. X, a 28-year-old single Malaysian data scientist, has grappled with anxiety and depression in 
the last year. This struggle was set in motion by the death of his grandfather, a breakup, and the 
inherent challenges of starting a new job. His therapist guided him in initiating short-term 
disability to cope with these difficulties. Following this, he immersed himself in the online 
virtual world, neglecting essential documentation and facing financial consequences. As his 
disability approached its expiration months later, he reached out for assistance. 

In our session, he voiced concerns about potential dismissal, suspecting his manager might use 
him as a scapegoat for layoffs. Ashamed, he hid his struggles from family, internalizing feelings 
of failure. Flashbacks of past moments with his ex-girlfriend intensified his sadness. Recognizing 
his distractible mind, I guided him to focus on actionable tasks in the present, identifying the 
need to study for job interviews. 

In the next session, he admitted to low study efficiency, often succumbing to distractions. To 
address his procrastination and enhance concentration, he intended to stay in the office late but 
struggled to resist the allure of home comforts. We explored the roots of his struggle, revealing 
his tendency to let impulses rule. We discussed potential consequences and urgency in preparing 
for job changes. I recommended invoking a sense of urgency akin to fight or flight mode. Mr. X 
resonated with this idea, recalling past experiences of improved concentration under deadline 
pressure.  

Mindfulness emerged as a pivotal strategy. Centering his attention on the breath, he endeavored 
to resist distractions and temptations, drawing a parallel to reining in a horse. Recognizing the 
challenge, I proposed the practice of mantra recitation to boost concentration. Through consistent 
effort, the muscle of mindfulness would strengthen, resulting in a calmer mind and the 
attainment of a peaceful and joyful mental state. 
 
Mr. X acknowledged that resistance originated from the ego mind's desire for pleasure and 
aversion to discomfort. Instead of yielding to this, I suggested confronting challenging tasks 
directly. Grounded in our true nature of spacious awareness, paying mindful attention, and 
embracing resistance with kindness creates a space for it to dissipate. 

Quoting spiritual wisdom, I emphasized that suffering could be a teacher, prompting lessons 
until learned. Having paid a painful price for avoiding essential issues. Mr. X committed to 
regular mindfulness and meditation practice.  

The journey from distraction to mindful focus involves confronting avoidance, acknowledging 
urgency, and embracing mindfulness. Through these strategies, Mr. X is determined to conquer 
procrastination and navigate the challenges of anxiety, job insecurity, and distraction, ultimately 
achieving a state of peaceful and joyful focus. 

In navigating the challenges of anxiety, procrastination, and distraction, Mr. X's journey offers 
valuable insights for those facing similar struggles. The commitment to mindfulness, 
acknowledging urgency, and confronting avoidance proved transformative. For anyone wrestling 



with these issues, the path to mindful focus lies in recognizing the power of the present moment, 
learning from suffering, and embracing the lessons that adversity presents. By cultivating 
mindfulness, one can not only conquer procrastination but also find a path to inner peace and joy 
amid life's uncertainties. 
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Summary: Explore the journey of Mr. X, a Malaysian data scientist battling anxiety and 
depression triggered by personal losses and job challenges. Overcoming financial consequences, 
he grapples with avoidance and procrastination, seeking guidance through mindfulness and 
urgent focus. Delve into valuable lessons, discover the power of concentration, and find 
inspiration in spiritual wisdom. Gain insights into his commitment to practice mindfulness, 
fostering inner peace and joy amidst life's struggles. 
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